TABLE 10. Salvation Checklist — Jesus versus Paul

Jesus

The one who repents from sin is
“justified.” (Parable of the Publi-
can and the Pharisee. Luke 18:10-
14.) Th son who was dead but
now repents is “alive again” (born
again). (Parable of the Prodigal
Son, Luke 15:1-32, viz. v. 24.)

The one who relies upon God’s
election to salvation and does not
repent goes home unjustified.
(Parable of the Publican and the
Pharisee. Luke 18:10-14.)

To have eternal life, follow the
Ten Commandments, deny your-
self (i.e., repent and do works
worthy of repentance) and then
follow Jesus. If you give up
fathers, mothers, and brothers for
Jesus, deny yourself, take up your
cross, and “follow Me,” you
“shall have eternal life.” (Mat-
thew 19:27-29; Matthew 10:37-
39; John 12:25-26.)

A Christian will go to hell if they
deny Christ under pressure. (Luke
12:4-9.)

Paul

One is not justified nor born
again by repentance from sin, but
by faith alone. (Eph. 2:8-9; Rom.
4:4.) Any such addition to Paul’s
salvation by faith alone doctrine
is the heresy of “works salva-
tion.” (Wilkin, Stanley, Hodge.)

The one who relies upon God’s
election alone for salvation is
relying on the right thing. (Rom.
8:33.) God elects you to salvation
by means of predestination, and
hence without any work on your
part. Faith is given to you as part
of God’s work in you. (Phil 1:6)
(Wilkin, Stanley.)

To have eternal life, say with your
mouth that Jesus is Lord and
believe He is resurrected. (Rom.
10:9.) Do not add any work.
“Now to him that worketh, the
reward is not reckoned as of
grace, but as of debt.”(Rom. 4:4.)
If salvation depends on keeping
the Law, then salvation by faith is
made void. “[I]f they that are of
the law are heirs, faith is made
void...” (Rom.4:14.)

If we deny Jesus, He will deny us,
but in the end God will still
accept us because He cannot deny
Himself. (Stanley.) Paul says: “if
we shall deny him, he also will
deny us: if we are faithless, he
abideth faithful; for He cannot
deny himself.” (2 Tim. 2:12-13.)
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As part of an answer on how to
have eternal life, Jesus tells a rich
man to repent by giving his
wealth to the poor. The man is
grieved. (Matthew 19:16-26;
Mark 10:17-31; Luke 18:18-26.)
Jesus tells another rich man who
repents and repays those he stole
from that “Today salvation has
come to this house....” (Luke
19:9.)

The thief on the cross, in front of
a crowd hostile to Jesus, says:
“Jesus, remember me when thou
comest in thy kingdom.”(Luke
23:42.) Jesus had said that if you
“confess me before men” then he
will confess you before the angels
in Heaven. (Luke 12:8.) Jesus
thus tells the thief “this day you
will be with me in Paradise.”

Salvation is based on God forgiv-
ing your sin. If you do not forgive
others after you receive forgive-
ness, God will revoke your for-
giveness and send you to hell to
be tormented. (Matt. 18:28-35; cf.
Matt. 6:12.)

Paul

Salvation could not possibly
depend on any works of repen-
tance. Salvation is by faith alone.
(Eph.2:8-9; Rom. 4:4.)

Salvation could never depend on
a confession of Jesus before men.
If it was a means of salvation, this
would be works righteousness.
Instead, even though Paul said
that if you “say Jesus is Lord with
your mouth” and believe He was
resurrected, then you shall be
saved (Rom. 10:9), faith is all you
need to be saved. (Rom. 4:4.)
Paul must mean that such confes-
sion will flow naturally from faith
rather than salvation is produced
by a public confession. (Wilkin.)

Salvation is not contingent on
your forgiving others. Salvation
only has one condition: a one-
time faith. (Romans 4:4.) If you
ever once had faith (Romans
10:9), you are no longer able to
be condemned. (Romans 8:1.)
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Jesus promised those who “kept
guard” of His word “should never
taste death.” (John 8:51.) “He
who continues to trust/believe
should be saved.” (John 3:16.) He
who continues to “disobey” the
Son continues to be under God’s
wrath. (John 3:36.)

Jesus said “a branch in me” that
produces no fruit because it failed
to keep staying “in me” will be
thrown “outside” the vineyard. It
is as a branch that died (dried up).
It is gathered up into the fire and
is burned. (John 15:1-6.)

A servant of Jesus who produces
no fruit is useless, and he will be
“thrown...into outer darkness
where there will be weeping and
gnashing of teeth.” (Matt. 25:14
et seq.) This place of weeping and
gnashing is the “fiery furnace.”
(Matt. 13:42, 50.)

If you receive the word with joy
and “believe for a while,” but in
time of temptation, you fall away,
you are lost. If you are choked by
the pleasures of this world, and
bring no fruit to completion, you
are lost. If on the other hand, you
bring forth fruit to the end, in
patient endurance, you will be
saved. (Luke 8:13-15.) You “shall
be saved” if you “endured to the
end.” (Matt. 10:22.)

Paul

There is no endurance in any
action required. Only a one-time
faith is necessary for salvation.
(Romans 4:4.) One could fail to
keep and guard Jesus’ word and
still be saved because one is eter-
nally secure based on a one-time
faith. (Romans 8:1, 10:9.)

If fruit or works were necessary
to avoid being thrown outside
God’s vineyard, becoming dead
and then being burned in hell, it
would be a salvation by works.
Instead, salvation is by faith with-
out any works. (Romans 4:4, 14;
Eph. 2:8-9.)

If fruit or works were necessary
to avoid being thrown outside and
be burned in hell where there is
weeping and gnashing, it would
be a salvation by works. Instead,
salvation is by faith without any
works. (Romans 4:4, 14;

Eph. 2:8-9.)

If you receive the word with joy
and believe for a while, you are
eternally saved. (Romans 8:1;
10:9.) Salvation cannot depend
on you or anything you do there-
after. Otherwise, it is salvation by
works. (Romans 4:4, 14; Eph.
2:8-9.) Thus, if you fall away or
are choked with the pleasures of
this life and have no fruit, you are
still saved. There is no need to
endure in faith as long as you
believed once.
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Among the sheep and goats who
both call Jesus Lord, the group
who serves Jesus by feeding the
brethren in need, clothing them,
and giving them water, goes to
heaven. The other group who
calls Jesus Lord but who fails to
provide such charity are, as a con-
sequence, sent to “eternal fire.”
(Parable of the Sheep and the
Goats. Matt. 25:32 et seq.). A
faith that ignores the poor breth-
ren is “dead” and “cannot save.”
(James 2:14-17.) “Every tree
therefore that bringeth not forth
good fruit is hewn down, and cast
into the fire.” (Matt. 7:19.)

“I keep telling you the one who
keeps on listening to my teaching
and keeps on believing in the one
who sent me keeps on having
eternal life and does not come
into condemnation but has
departed out of death into life.”
(John 5:24.) For the basis to this
translation, see pages 167-70.

Paul

Anyone who “shall call” on the
name of the Lord shall be saved.
(Romans 10:13.) This is perma-
nent, and no condition subsequent
can be put on this that you must
be charitable or have fruit thereaf-
ter. Otherwise, it is salvation by
works. (Romans 4:4, 14; Eph.
2:8-9.) Hence, it cannot be true
that if the goats, in fact, ever once
called on the name of the Lord
that they should be sent to hell.
James’ statement that paraphrases
the principle of Matthew 25:32 et
seq. contradicts Paul, and we are
not to believe even an angel from
heaven if he should contradict
Paul. (Gal. 1:8.)

Once in Christ, there is now no
condemnation. This entry is by a
one-time faith. (Rom. 10:9). As a
result, freedom from condemna-
tion is not secured by any conti-
nuity in listening to Jesus’
teaching or believing in God-the-
Father.



